salzburg.info

PRESS RELEASE

Salzburg: Kick-off for a summer of culture and sports

This year when the European Football Championship kicks off, Salzburg will
demonstrate that a UNESCO World Heritage Site can be both a cultural and
sports venue. The Easter, Whitsun and Summer Festivals as well as Herbert
von Karajan's 100" birthday promise to deliver special musical highlights.

Football fever of Festival fever? Salzburg will be equally infected by both in 2008. Brilliant
star conductors such as Riccardo Muti and Sir Simon Rattle, ambitious new talents,
superb compositions, football fans from across Europe and international athletes will
transform Mozart's city into an international hotspot.

2008 will also be the year the music world celebrates Herbert von Karajan's 100th

birthday, to be commemorated by numerous concerts, exhibitions and special editions. Sir

Simon Rattle will conduct Richard Wagner's opera The Valkyrie during the Easter Festival

(March 157 24, 2008). Inaco-pr oducti on withythqguéeddAval eddArt
Provence, the Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra will perform the opera at the Large Festival

Hall on March 15 and 24, 2008.

The Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra's extensive concert program will also feature works by
Ludwig van Beethoven, Dimitri Shostakovich, Joseph Haydn, Ferruccio Busoni, Antonin
Dvorak and Johannes Brahms (Large Festival Hall). Soloists such as Anne-Sophie Mutter
(violin), Michael Schade (tenor) or Genia Kiilhmeier (soprano) are a guarantee for an
unforgettable concert experience.

Herbert von Karajan established the Easter Festival in 1967 and raised it to an exclusive,
high-caliber festival of international renown. The Festival always focused on elaborate
new opera productions and a large orchestral repertoire. Star conductors and the Berlin
Philharmonic Orchestra are permanent features of the Festival. www.osterfestspiele-
salzburg.at

The magnificent state rooms of the Residence will serve as the elegant venue for the
exclusive Art and Antiques Fair to be held at the same time as the Easter Festival (March
15171 24, 2008). www.mac-hoffmann.com
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Herbert von Karajan's 100™ birthday will be celebrated on April 5, 2008 during a
ceremonial act at the House for Mozart. A concert under the baton of star-conductor
Riccardo Muti will pay tribute to the maestro during the Summer Festival (July 26 -
August 31, 2008). The Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra, joined by the Vienna State Opera
Choir's Concert Society will perform the German Requiem, Op. 45 by Johannes Brahms.
Herbert von Karajan once worked with the Vienna State Opera Choir's Concert Society,
founded in 1927. The concert will be held at the Large Festival Hall at 11:00 a.m. on
August 15, 16 and 18, 2008.

Herbert von Karajan, born August 15, 1908 in the present-day Raiffeisen building in
Schwarzstrasse, left his imprint on Salzburg's cultural life for many decades. His name is
inseparably liked to the Salzburg Festival. He died on July 16, 1989 Anif near Salzburg,
where he had been living for many years. The world was shocked to learn of his death
just a few days before the Festival premiere of Verdi's opera Un ballo in maschera, which
he had been working on together with the director, John Huston. (www.karajan.orq)

Salzburg's Whitsun Festival (May 97 12, 2008) has been conducted by Italy's star
conductor Riccardo Muti and his Orchestra Giovanile "L. Cherubini" since 2007. The
festival focuses on music from the 18" century Neapolitan School. This year's highlight
will be the opera Il matrimonio inaspettato by Giovanni Paisiello, who was born in 1740 in
Taranto and studied at the Conservatorio S. Onofrio in Naples, where he later became the
court conductor and composer. Napoleon personally ordered Paisiello to come to Paris in
1801. Under Riccardo Muti's baton, the Orchestra Giovanile "L. Cherubini" will perform
the opera together with Salzburg's Bach Choir at the House for Mozart on May 9 and 11,
2008.

The young orchestra will also perform a church concert | Pellegrini al sepolcro di Nostro
Signore on May 12 at the Collegiate Church. The program also includes a chamber music
concert at the Mozarteum, a choral and orchestral concert featuring Neapolitan sacred
music from the settecento and the matinee Arie per Senesino at the House for Mozart.
www.salzburgfestival.at

Historic Marionette Theater to stage The Sound of Music

In addition to opera performances such as Mozart's Magic Flutefi Don Giovanni or The
Nutcracker Suite the historic Marionette Theater has a special treat in store this year: an
enchanting production of the legendary Hollywood film The Sound of Music. The story of
the singing Trapp Family will be staged with marionettes. Director Richard Hamburger
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shortened the 3-hour original to 90 minutes and recorded the music with the Istropolis
Philharmonic Orchestra conducted by David Rosenmeyer in Bratislava. The premiere will
be on May 9, 2008. www.marionetten.at

The concert program will be rounded off by Palace Concerts in the Marble Hall at Mirabell
Palace, Fortress Concerts in the historic ambiance of the state room at Hohensalzburg
Fortress, Mozart Dinner Concerts at St. Peter's Monastery Cellar (Salzburg's oldest
restaurant), the Mozart Lunch Concert (starting in April) and Mozart Piano Sonatas.

Salzburg as a sports venue

Salzburg will present itself as a sports venue this May and June. The AMREF Marathon,
Austria's biggest charity running event sponsored by AMREF (African Medical and
Research Foundation inc. Flying Doctors Service) will be held at 9:00 a.m. on May 4,
2008 for the fifth time in Mozart's city, giving participants a chance to run for a good
cause. Participants must overcome the standard distance of just over 42 kilometers in two
laps. www.salzburg-marathon.at

UEFA EURO 2008

The city will be dominated by international football stars and guests from across Europe in

June: The European Football Champi offrombBune (UEFA Eu
77 29, 2008 in Austria and Switzerland. Locals and guests are looking forward to three

exciting group matches, to be played at the Football Stadium in Wals-Siezenheim: Greece

vs. Sweden on June 10, Greece vs. Russia on June 14 and Greece vs. Spain on June 18.

The stadium was enlarged from a capacity of 18,500 to 30,000 to meet the European

Football Championship's requirements. A special shuttle service will carry football fans

from the city center directly to the stadium. A fan zone will be set up in the heart of

UNESCO's World Heritage Site (official opening June 7, 2:00 p.m.): two big video walls

including a stage, food court, pagodas for sponsors and a VIP area will be set up on

Residence Square and Mozart Square. The three pre-qualification games will also be

broadcast live from the football stadium to a screen on Chapter Square, which will be
designed as a"FamilyPark. i The entire fan zone wil/l accommoda
Free admission. www.salzburg.info

Modern art meets the Summer Festival

The Salzburg Foundation will hand over the seventh work of art at the Salzburg Festival

opening: the British artist, Tony Cragg, created
Square. Approximately five meters high and four meters wide, the bronze sculpture with

its stainless steel base will be mounted on a concrete foundation. Visitors will even be

able to walk into the "Cauldron”. Born in Liverpool in 1949, Tony Cragg has won art prizes

such as the Turner Prize (1988) and the "Premium
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